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United pilots report UFO, 
aviation magazine says 

LOS ANGELES (AP) - A United 
Airlines jumbo jet headed for Lon­
don reported a close encounter with 
an unidentified aircraft that passed 
at supersonic speed beneath the 747, 
an aviation industry magazine said. 

The pilots told the magazine they 
sighted the craft at 23,000 feet near 
George Air Force Base, about 50 
miles northeast of Los Angeles. 

Nearby Edwards AFB radar data 
and flight activity showed no mili­
tary craft in the area at the time, 
Aviation Week said. 
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Eric De Jager said, "Sever­
al vcuela al sea called tn 
reporting atrange Ughlf In 
the sky," . 

The Air Line Pilots Association is 
investigating the report filed by the 
pilot and co-pilot of United Flight 
934 of Aug. 5 from Los Angeles In­
ternational Airport, Aviation Week 
& Space Technology magazine said. 

Los Angeles air traffic controllers 
said they did not spot the craft on 
radar, the magazine said. The 
United Airlines crew reported it 
passed less than 1,000 feet below the 
747. 

United's pilots said the da-··-col­
ored craft was about the size d jet 
fighter, with a fuselage similar to an 
SR-71 spy plane, except the edges of 
the fuselage were rounded instead 
of sharp. They said it lacked wings 

A trail of tire from a 

Peacekeeper mla!lte 
la�nch�d rrorn Vandenberg 
Air Force Base on Tuesda.Y 
evening was seen by hun­
dreds of Los Angelea area 
retfdenll· who swamped 
phones at GrS!!it.h Park Ob. 
11ervatory. 

The mtuUe was sighted 
from 81 Car 1way u Sacra .. 
menlo, San Dteso and Las 
Vegas, safd Air Force Capt. 
Stephen Hill. An obs�rva. 
tory statrer said he handled 
''50 to· 60 cal11, and they 
came In from Lancuter to 
the San Oabriel Valley." 1 but had a tail of sorts. 

ffilr -�ri�onn Lh1ilq Slur 
Tucson Thursday, September 3, 1992 

' . 

Offlctala at Vand•mberg 
aatd tho mlulle was rtred a� 
8:15 p.m. lo Kwajaleln 18� 
land, -4,000 mtlca down­
range Jn the South PaciClc. 
Cont Guard Petty Orrtcet 

. A KCAL-TV Channel 9 
cameraman reported he · 
(limed a light streaking 
across the aky from Monte· 
t�y Park about 8:30p.m. 

United 7 4 7 Crew Reports Near-Collision 
With Mysterious Supersonic Aircraft 

MlCHAEL A. DORNHElM/LOS ANGELES 

A
United Airlines 747 crew has report­
ed having a near collision with what 

appeared to be a supersonic aircraft that 
strayed off course over the southern Cali­
fornia desert. 

The pilot and copilot of United flight 
9 34, with a heavy passenger load from 
Los Angeles to London, said they saw an 
unusual aircraft coming directly at them 
and pass under the 747 by an estimated 
500-1,000 ft. The incid�nt occurred near 
George AFB at about 1:45 p.m. on Aug. 
5. The 747 was at 23,000 ft. departing 
from Los Angeles International Airport 
on a heading of about 40 deg. magnetic to 
the Daggett VOR. 

The several-second sighting gave the 
crew the impression that the other aircraft 
was a lifting·body configuration, and they 
described it as looking like the forward 
fuselage of a Lockheed SR·71-without 
wings but with a tail of sorts. They esti­
mated the size as similar to an F-16 (49.3-
ft. length) and said it had a dark color 
with a shiny spot on top that may have 
just been sun glint. The clo·ure rate was 2-
3 times nonnal, and the crew assumed the 

other aircr:1fr was supersonic. 
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Defense Dept. and Air Force officials 
said late last week that it was not one of 
their secret projects. "But we're not the 
only ones with strange projects," he add­
ed, referring to the CIA and other organi-

The crew described a lifting­
body configuration that 
looked like the forward 
fuselage of an SR-71 -

--------------'-----" 

zations. However, one source told 
Aviation Week that the aircraft could be 
a top-secret drone that escaped from its 
testing area, but this could not be verified. 
George AFB is about 15 naut. mi. south 
of the large restricted airspace that sur­
rounds Edwards AFB. 

Last January. an object with a similar 
shape and size was seen being loaded at 
night into an Air Force/Lockheed C-5 
transport at the Lockheed Advanced De­
velopment Co. "Skunk Works" facility in 

BY 

Burbank, Calif. The observer described 
the object as looking like the forward fu­
selage of an SR-71, but with rounded in­
stead of sharp chines, and he estimated it 
was 65-75 ft. long and 10 ft. high. The C-
5 was cleared to Boeing Field in Seattle. 

Los Angeles Center air traffic control 
said they did not see the target on radar 
when the 747 crew enquired after the 
near-collision. The FAA subsequently re­
viewed the radar tapes but found no pri­
mary targets or other data on the 
mysterious aircraft. All aircraft at the 
747's altitude are required to be on an 
instrument flight plan and have a radar 
transponder. 

"To us, it's simply a pilot report, and 
there's no evidence of anything other than 
the pilot comments," an FAA Western­
Pacific Region official said. The military 
liaison to the FAA said that a review of 
Edwards AFB radar data and flight activ­
ity showed there were no military aircraft 
in the area at the time. 

The Air Line Pilots Assn. i investigat­
ing the incident, and is trying to improve 
military range safety to prevent a reoccur­
rence, an official said. 0 
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R ockwell International's Lightweight 
Exoatmospheric Projectile (LEAP) is 

cleared for a suborbital flight test this fall 
at White Sands Missile Range, N. M., af­
ter completing a 1 3-sec. free flight at Ed­
wards AfB, Calif. 

flying and hovering autonomously, the 
22-in., 42-lb. LEAP vehicle used an ad­
vanced infrared seeker and control sys­
tem to acquire and track a heated-plate 
target located 328 ft. away. The target 
was heated to 300F. 

Divert engines maneuvered the projec­
tile ot 2-4g throughout the SDIO Notional 
Hover Test facility at the Phillips labora­
tory's Edwards AFB location. It attained a 
hover altitude of 33 ft. during the test. 

The Rockwell-developed high-resolu­
tion seeker, comprising 65,536 detectors 
configured in a 256 x 256 mercury-cad­
mium-telluride focal plane array, enabled 
target tracking accuracies of less than 
200 microradians. • 
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Ject might 
on comets 

�laCtd l'rtN 
IOSTON - Two attronomert 

a.ay tbey h•v• ll&hled tbe mo.t 
dl,tant obje(t ever found In tbe 
&elttr lyttern, • reddish, eomet·IUte 
nxk orbiting be)'ond Pluto, about � 
billion rnlfet t(om the tun. 

Ano1J1er klentl•t lAid th� dl�ov. 
ery could tbed ns••t on bow &orne 

comeu are lormect. the natu� or 
Earth'• tOlar trstem •nd wbet.ber 
otber 1tt11 Jn the unlvem have 
tolar ay,temtllke this one. 

.. II thts pant out It'• a�lutefy 
f\Jnd•mentel lo our vnd�rttandlng 
of the solar '}'ttem," teld AJan Stem. 
• tclentf�t at Ule Southwest Rt-­
��h lntUture In San Anlonlo, 
Texu. ••rn some tense, H'• almO!t 
corn parable to nndlnsa pJanet." 

lbe obJ�� about 120 mUes 
•crott. lt probably about a billion 
mlloe farther out thfttt the current 
potiUon of Pluto, uy diS<:ove�rs 
Davtd JewlU, • Unlversfty of Haf.l._ll 
�rronomcr, 11nd Jnn� Luu, a � 
��rch�r It the UnlverJity ot CtUIIor• 
nla, Dr.rkcJcy. 

Jewltt and Luu Uld thC'y ftr$1 
spott� the ob/e<t Aus. 30, using • 
7.3-foot dlam� er telescope on the 
He wAll an mountatn or Maunn l<ea. 

·•wt wer-e 'itry excited,'' tuu ��� 
Wednesd6y. 41To m&ke sure It wn.s 
rf8)Jt Yt'e deli�ratety looked at 

methln !lse lor an hour and then 
•I "' 'I" 

22 .. 

IPAOI 
Th(!lr nndlng Wa.! reported to the 

lntemat.JonaJ AHronoml� Unlon't 
burenu ln cambridge, whe� $j(n)o 
oomlcaJ nndln�V� 11re rtlayed to 
�Jen tlJt3 around tb o workt. 

· 

TIH: rwo had �a reb� !o1r such an 
obJ�c tor nve yeara, hoplns to ftncf 
evldence for a tbeory that aome 
comets come from a rln a or Icy 
matertaJ al tbe outer rim of the �Itt 
tystem caJI&d the Kuiper �IL 

Comets are •m•IL troun m&.!Se! 
or dust and JOJ thai �volvt� around 
tho sun In eUfptJca.l ottlt!. S:.CienUs� 
once thought ·most oornetl Ot\JI· 
nated from an artn tar bt;�ond the 
solar tyttem called the Oot1 C1oud. 

But aJtronomer Gerard J<ulper 
rugs�tcd fn J�l that thCI't miJht 
be 8 �It or comet-like objoctf JU!t 
btyond Neptune and rtuto. , 

The concept galaed c:urtt�ncy 
tour )'Clrl aao �bed • 'C'an&diA.o 
th<"QrLtt t.howe-4 II w.._ �"t1)' lm� 
tlble to e•(lltln the txJstenee or 
ahorl·J)Crlod «>tn'-tJ - thl� thflt 
efrc:le t.h� t:Un ln lcm tbnn 200 yean 
.... unJ� they cnme from 1t bell of 
obje(ls ovtttde Pluto. · • 

To 100 U the l�t-dl,�ovel"Nf 
objeclts paM ot tucb a bel� Itt orbit 
n1ust � e�amJned mQre eJO!�f)'. . . . ' 

UFO hunters 
face greater 
cancer- risks 
UFO investigators 

may be l eaving 
themselves vulnerable 
to cancer or suicide. 

That's the warning is­
sued by Canadian neuro­
psychologist Michael Per­
singer, one of the world's 
leading authorities on the 
effects of magnetic fields. 

The danger doesn't 
come from ETs or their 
weapons, says Persinger, 
but from intense magnetic 
fields created by UFOs. 

Studies of electrical en­
gineers and technicians 
:tnd those living near over­
head power lines indicate 
they are likely to suffer a 
higher risk of brain tu­
mors and leukemia, as 

well as depression and sui­
cide, reports Persinger. 

Because similar low-fre­
quency fields are created 
by UFOs, those who study 
flying saucers are at risk. 

P e r s i n ge r  s u gge s t s  
UFOlogists should take 
precautions. One way is to 
simply stay away from the 
magnetic fields. Another 
might involve using sensi­
tive detection equipment 
to do the dirty work. 

To prove his theory, the 
prestigious scientist is ex­
amining canter records in 
areas that have been re­
peatedly exposed to UFOs. 

• 
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New Ship Performs 
. � . . . 

In Test, Japanese Say· 
TOKYO (AP) - The world's first 

ship propelled by superconducting 
electromagnets instead of a propeller 
made a successful 30-minute test voy­
age on Tuesday, Mitsubishi Heavy In-
dustries Ltd. said. . , 

The success showed the possibility. 
of building a quiet, high-speed ship 
with good fuel economy, said Japan's 
Ship and Ocean Foundation: which. 
sponsored the project. 

The 280-ton Yamato 1 is propelled 
• by electrified sea water that is forced 

through ducts by a magnetic field ere· 
ated by superconducting electromag­
netic coils, said Haruo Shibasaki of the 
foundation. The ship ran as planned at 
a speed of 6 knots (7 mph) in its first 
test, said a spokesman for Mitsubishi. 


